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Trump limits travel from Europe 


WHO declares global pandemic, spurring countries to act as spreading virus rattles world 


By Peter Baker 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Wednesday 
night suspended most travel from 
continental Europe to the United 
States and vowed emergency aid 
to workers and small businesses 
as the World Health Organization 
declared the coronavirus a global 
pandemic, stock markets plunged 


further and millions of people cut 
themselves off from their regular 
lives. 

In a prime-time address from 
the Oval Office, Trump outlined a 
series of measures intended to 
tackle the virus and its economic 
effect as he sought to reassure 
Americans that he was taking the 
crisis seriously after previously 
playing down the scope of the out- 
break. He said he would take uni- 


lateral action to halt most air trav- 
el from Europe other than Britain 
for 30 days and asked Congress to 
support measures like a payroll 
tax cut. 

“The virus will not have chance 
against us,” Trump declared in 
his 10-minute speech. “No nation 
is more prepared or more resil- 
ient than the United States.” He 
called on his critics to come 
together behind his plan to 


address the outbreak. “We are all 
in this together,” he said. “We 
must put politics aside, stop the 
partisanship and unify together 
as one nation and one family.” 
The president’s address came as 
the virus sent stock markets 
deeper into a meltdown, prompt- 
ed the NCAA to bar crowds from 
its iconic March Madness annual 
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Godwin Moses cleans a door Wednesday at the Salvation Army Harbor Light Center in Minneapolis. Twin Cities Homeless shelters are preparing 
for the coronavirus. “Once an hour we'll wipe or spray down the high-touch areas,” said executive director Trish Thacker. Moses is on the 


housekeeping staff and has worked there for 17 years. 


Care for a vulnerable population 


Coronavirus precautions ramp up at Twin Cities homeless shelters 
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U.S. Bank Stadium will be 
empty for the NCAA 
wrestling tourney, Sports 1B 


Sports 
latest to 


be hit by 


virus fear 
NBA suspends 


season; March 
Madness to played 
in empty arenas 


By Jimmy Golen 
and Jay Cohen 


Associated Press 


The NBA became the first 
major American sports 
league to suspend play 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, amid questions 
raised Wednesday night 
about the future of college 
basketball’s March Madness 
and other pro sports. 

It looked as if the NBA 
might be moving toward play- 
ing in empty arenas before it 
announced that a Utah Jazz 
player tested positive for the 
coronavirus and it had decid- 
ed to pause its season after 
Wednesday’s games. 

A person with knowledge of 
the situation said the Jazz 


By Sam Johnson 
johnsonsam@pioneerpress.com 


Twin Cities homeless shelters 
are preparing for the coronavi- 


multiple organizations on plans 
to combat the spread of the virus 
in a community many deem vul- 
nerable. Already some are taking 
on extra cleaning measures to 


coronavirus cases in Minnesota 
and officials expect that figure to 
grow. None of the cases are 
linked to the homeless communi- 
ty. 


issues, advocates note. Most have 
no health insurance, none have a 
home to quarantine themselves 
away in should they develop 
symptoms, and shelters often put 


player who tested positive 
was center Rudy Gobert. The 
person spoke to the Associat- 
ed Press on condition of ano- 
nymity because neither the 


rus. 


Discussions have begun within 


keep people safe. 


There have been five confirmed 


Why are the homeless vulnera- 
ble? Many have other health 
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Deputy’ manslaughter trial begins 


Prosecutor blames him for shooting; defense blames Lake Elmo man 


By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


A Washington County sheriffs 
deputy “ignored the law and 
ignored his training” when he 
fatally shot a suicidal man in Lake 
Elmo almost two years ago, prose- 
cutors argued Wednesday on the 
first day of his trial in Stillwater. 

Brian Krook is charged with sec- 
ond-degree manslaughter in the 
April 12, 2018, death of 23-year-old 
Benjamin Evans, Assistant Ram- 
sey County Attorney Andrew 
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Make supper tonight with the help of one of our 
many recipes. 


Johnson said. 
Evans was an 
emergency medi- 
cal technician who 
was training to be 
a firefighter with 
the Lake Elmo Fire 
Department. 

“Mr. Evans need- 
ed help that day, and this is not the 
way law enforcement is supposed 
to respond,” Johnson said in his 
opening statement in Krook’s trial. 
“(Evans) said over and over again 
that he was not there to hurt law 


Brian Krook 
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enforcement. He even compliment- 
ed them on what a good job they 
were doing.” 

Krook, 31, has pleaded not guilty. 

Evans had recently lost his EMT 
job in Wabasha, Minn., due to 
restructuring, and was distraught 
over news he had received that 
morning that a friend was dating 
his ex-girlfriend, Krook’s attorney 
Paul Engh, told jurors. “His life, at 
least from his perspective, was 
unraveling,” Engh said. 
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Striking St. Paul teachers, 
district resume mediation 


Schools closed for 
3rd day today; child 
care options offered 


By Josh Verges and Nick Woltman 


Pioneer Press 


Contract talks will resume 
Thursday between St. Paul Public 
Schools and the union that repre- 
sents its striking teachers. 

The St. Paul Federation of Educa- 
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tors issued a news release late 
Wednesday announcing that they 
would return to mediation after a 
two-day stalemate. 

“We are ready to start negotiat- 
ing to get a contract that won’t 
leave any student or educator 
behind,” SPFE President Nick Fab- 
er said in the release. “St. Paul edu- 
cators miss their students and 
want to get back to school.” 

Schools will remain closed 
Thursday, SPPS spokesman Kevin 
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